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with the prospect of being able to exhibit his theo-
logical learning, the king directed that members of
both parties should assemble at Hampton Court and
there attempt to arrange their differences in his
presence, while he would act as judge. But when
the Conference was held (1604), the Puritan delegates
rashly advocated the abolition of Episcopacy. James
had suffered in Scotland from the independence of
the Presbyterians, who had used their pulpits to
attack his political administration, and, fearing that
the same condition of affairs might be established in
England, he threw himself into the arms of the High
Church party, summing up his opinion in the famous
phrase " No bishop, no king." The only outcome
of the meeting was the Authorised Version of the
Bible, the compilation of which was now begun by
the royal command. Far from gaining any real
concessions, the Pin itans began to suffer more
severely than before, James declaring that he would
" harry them out of the land" if they refused to
submit. As a result, he alienated a very large section
of the people, and his attempt to conciliate them by
an equally severe persecution of the Catholics merely
made matters worse. A few of the more extreme
members of that party, indeed, combined together
in a fresh conspiracy, the notorious " Gunpowder
Treason and Plot" (1605). Led by Guy Fawkcs, a
Spaniard of good birth, they hired a cellar under the
House of Lords and filled it with gunpowder and
fuel with the intention of blowing up the king and
Parliament. A timely warning saved the government
and led to even more vigorous measures against the